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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a method 
for passing information between different applica- 
tions running on one or more computers compris- 
ing the following steps: providing output informa- 
tion from a source application, passing said output 
information to an intermediate application, estab- 
lishing, in said intermediate application, input in- 
formation for a target application that is related to 
the output information of said source application 
by a predetermined rule, passing said input infor- 
mation to said target application and inputting said 
input information to said target application, and to 
a related computer system. 
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Claims 

Method for passing information between different applications running on one or more 

computers comprising the following steps: 

providing output information from a source application, 
passing said output information to an intermediate application, 
establishing, in said intermediate application, input information for a target ap- 
plication that is related to the output information of said source application by a 
predetermined rule, 

passing said input information to said target application and inputting said in- 
put information to said target application. 

Method according to claim 1 comprising the following steps: 

sending a first message from said source application to said intermediate appli- 
cation, said message comprising: 

output information from said source application, 

information designating a target application, 
establishing, by said intermediate application, input data for said target appli- 
cation according to a predetermined rule on the basis of at least said output in- 
formation contained in said message, 

sending a second message containing at least said input information from said 
intermediate application to the target application designated in said first mes- 
sage. 

Method according to claim 2, wherein said intermediate application applies a prede- 
termined rule to the information contained in said first message when establishing said 
input information for said target application* 

Method according to one of claims 1 or 2, characterized in that said intermediate ap- 
plication uses a rule communicated by said source application. 
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5. Method according to one of claims 1 to 4, wherein said intermediate application is run 
on an interapplication communication server different from the hardware on which the 
source application and/or target application are run. 

6. Method according to one of claims 1 to 5, wherein said rule is a relation directly as- 
signing one or more values of input variables for said target application to the value of 
an output variable of said source application. 

7. Method according to one of claims 1 to 6, wherein processing said rule comprises exe- 
cuting a procedure comprising: 

esta b lishing a query for a database on the basis of said output information, 
executing the query in said database, 

determining the input information for that target application on the basis of the 
result of said query, 

8. Method according to claim 7, characterized in that the database to be searched by the 
intermediate application is selected on the basis of information passed on by said 
source application. 

9. Method according to claim 7, characterized in that a message is passed from the source 
application to the intermediate application containing information about one or more 
databases of which one or more are to be used by said intermediate application for 
evaluating said rule. 

10. Method according to one of claims 1 to 9 9 characterized in that information passed on 
between the source application and the intermediate application is in a generic format 

11. Method according to one of claims 1 to 10, characterized in that said source applica- 
tion provides as output information information about genes or proteins or metabolic 
pathways and said target application receives as input information information about 
proteins, genes or metabolic pathways, wherein the type of die output information of 
the source application is different from the type of the input to the target application. 
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12. Method according to one of claims 1 to 1 1, characterized in that information is passed 
from a sin gle source application to a plurality of target applications, wherein the in- 
termediate application establishes for each of said target applications input information 
derived from one output information item on the basis of a rule for the respective tar- 
get application and passes each respective input information on to the respective target 
application. 

13. Computer system comprising means for simultaneously running at least two applica- 
tions adapted for exchanging information with each other, said computer system fur- 
ther comprising communication means for passing information between these two ap- 
plications, said communication means comprising the following: 

means for passing output information from a source application to an interme- 
diate application for processing according to a predetermined rule to yield input 
information for a target application, both said source application and said target 
application running on said computer system, 

means for receiving said input information for said target application from said 
intermediate application and inputting said input information to die target ap- 
plication. 

14. Computer system according to claim 13, characterized in that said computer system 
comprises means for running said intermediate application, 

15. Computer system according to claim 13 or 14, characterized in that it is adapted to 
perform a method according to one of claims 1 to 12. 

16. Computer system according to claim 13, characterized in that said intermediate appli- 
cation is running outside said computer system, said computer system comprising 
means to communicate with the hardware on which the intermediate application is 
running. 

17. Computer system according to claim 16, characterized in that die computer system is 
adapted to interact with an intermediate application according to a method of one of 
claims 1 to 12. 
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IS. Computer system having installed thereon an application capable of communicating 
with other applications which may or may not be installed on the same computer sys- 
tem, characterized in that it comprises: 

means for sending output information from said application to an intermediate 
application, which may or may not be running on said computer system, for 
processing according to a predetermined rule to yield input for a further appli- 



means for receiving input information for said application derived from output 
information of another application by said intermediate application on the basis 
of a predetermined rule and for inputting said information into said application* 

19. Computer system having installed thereon an application capable of communicating 
with other applications which may or may not be installed on the same computer sys- 
tem, characterized in that it comprises: 

means for receiving output information from a source application, 
means for processing, by said application installed on the computer system, 
said output information from said source application according to a predeter- 
mined rule to yield input information for a target application, 
means for forwarding said input information to said target application. 



20. Computer program, which, when executed on a computer system, causes a computer 
system to perform the following: 

forwarding output information from a source application running on the com- 
puter system to an intermediate application for processing said output informa- 
tion according to a predetermined rule to yield input information for an appli- 
cation different from said source application, 

receiving input information for a target application running on the computer 
system from an intermediate application which has been derived by said inter- 
mediate application from the output information from an application different 
from said target application on the basis of a predetermined rule and inputting 
said input information to said target application. 
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21 . Computer program according to claim 20, characterized in that the program is config- 
ured to cause the computer system to make an application act as a source application 
and as a target application for other applications. 

22 Computer program according to claim 20 or 21, characterized in that said program is 
configured to establish the passage of information from a first application running on 
the computer system, acting as a source application, to a second appUcation, acting as 
a target appUcation and running on said computer system, via said intermediate appli- 
cation, which may or may not be running on said computer system. 

23. Computer program according to one of claims 20 to 22, characterized in mat said pro- 
gram is configured to cause a computer system to perform a method according to one 
of claims 1 to 12. 

24. Computer program configured to cause a computer system, when executed on said 
computer system, to run an intermediate appUcation for communication between a 
source appUcation and a target appUcation, said intermediate appUcation performing 

the foUowing: 

receiving output information from a source appUcation, 

processing said output information from said source appUcation according to a 
predetermined rule to yield input information for a target appUcation, 
forwarding said input information to said target appUcation. 

25. Computer-readable storage medium comprising program code configured to cause a 
computer system, when executed on said computer system, to run a program according 
to one of claims 20 to 24. 



